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asserting leadership to preserve this important 
legacy for our wildlife and future generations. 

[From the Washington Post, Sept. 13, 2005] 

ARCTIC FOLLY 

(By Jimmy Carter) 

Congress is about to make one of those big 
decisions that marks an era. Unless wiser 
heads prevail, it may do it badly—making 
the wrong decision in the wrong way and 
about the wrong place. At stake is America’s 
great wildlife sanctuary, the Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge. To dissaude Congress from 
this environmental tragedy, Americans must 
rally, and quickly. 

Congress had its Pyrrhic energy victory 
this summer, with a new energy policy that 
ignores much-needed conservation measures 
and gives the oil industry large new tax 
breaks regardless of where it drills and 
pumps. Surely Congress has done more than 
enough to increase the profits of the oil in-
dustry. 

Yet now, in a separate decision, the White 
House and Big Oil are pressuring Congress to 
allow drilling rigs to rip into the ecological 
heart of America’s preeminent wildlife sanc-
tuary. We must not confuse this with 
Prudhoe Bay, which lies west of the Arctic 
refuge and is already an industrial landscape 
resembling Houston more than Yellowstone. 

With increasing gasoline prices bringing 
economic hardship and concern to many 
Americans, we must not be misled by oil lob-
byists who are trying to convince us that our 
energy security is singularly dependent on 
sacrificing the Arctic refuge. They promote 
the false premise that development will 
touch just a few thousand acres when, in 
fact, it would introduce roads and pipelines 
spider-webbing across hundreds of thousands 
of acres on the fragile coastal plain. 

We cannot drill our way to energy security 
or lower gasoline prices as long as our nation 
sits on just 3 percent of world oil reserves 
yet accounts for 25 percent of all oil con-
sumption. An obvious answer is to increase 
the fuel efficiency of motor vehicles, at least 
to the level we set more than a quarter-cen-
tury ago. 

Instead, the administration recently pro-
posed a tiny increase in gas mileage for 
SUVs, miniVans and pickups. Not effective 
until the 2011 models, this would save about 
one month’s current consumption of fuel 
over the next 20 years—far less than will be 
saved in just one state by a new California 
law. The new ruling offers automobile mak-
ers an opportunity to avoid the reductions 
by modifying the size of various models as 
they persist in manufacturing gas guzzlers. 
It is not a coincidence that Moody’s has just 
downgraded the debt of General Motors and 
Ford to junk status, while makers of effi-
cient vehicles prosper. 

I have been to the coastal plain of the Arc-
tic National Wildlife Refuge to study the 
wilderness wildlife. Far from being the fro-
zen ‘‘desert’’ some suggest, this is a rich, 
Serengeti-like haven of life: nursery for car-
ibou, polar bears, walruses and millions of 
shorebirds and waterfowl that migrate annu-
ally to the Lower 48. To sit, as Rosalynn and 
I did, watching a herd of musk oxen circle-up 
to defend their young and then to find your-
self literally in the midst of thousands of 
caribou streaming by is to touch in a funda-
mental way God’s glorious ark of teeming 
wildlife. 

We Americans use a lot-of energy, and mil-
lions of us want to do so in a more efficient 
way that also allows us to cherish our dis-
appearing wilderness heritage. In the Arctic 
refuge we cannot have it both ways. In the 
next few months Americans could lose this 
special and amazing place through a back-
door legislative maneuver. 

Each fall Congress endeavors to combine 
budgetary directives covering the nation’s 
$2.5 trillion dollar annual budget in a single 
‘‘reconciliation’’ decision. In a tricky ploy to 
avoid full debate, drilling advocates have 
buried their despoil-the-Arctic goal in this 
mammoth measure. So, conservation-minded 
Americans must ask our elected representa-
tives to vote down any final budget rec-
onciliation bill that would allow the sac-
rifice of our Arctic sanctuary. 

Now is the time to speak up for the eco-
logical integrity of this unsurpassed 18–mil-
lion-acre wilderness. Many Americans will 
be in Washington on Sept. 20 for the Arctic 
Refuge Action Day rally on the Mall and to 
contact congressional representatives per-
sonally. 

If we are not wise enough to protect the 
Arctic refuge, future generations will con-
demn us for needlessly sacrificing the wilder-
ness of their world to feed our profligate, 
short-term and shortsighted energy habit. 
The pathway to a better, more sustainable 
energy future does not wind through the Arc-
tic National Wtldlife Refuge. 
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HONORING ATTORNEY PAUL 
MAZZONI AS HE IS NAMED ‘‘MAN 
OF THE YEAR’’ BY THE COLUM-
BUS DAY ASSOCIATION OF 
LACKAWANNA COUNTY, PENN-
SYLVANIA 

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, October 7, 2005 

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to ask you and my esteemed colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to pay tribute to At-
torney Paul Mazzoni, of Lackawanna County, 
Pennsylvania, who has been named ‘‘Man of 
the Year’’ by the Columbus Day Association of 
Lackawanna County. 

Mr. Mazzoni has enjoyed a very successful 
career and has distinguished himself as a dy-
namic crime fighter during the years he served 
as special assistant attorney general and as 
district attorney for Lackawanna County. 

The son of Italian immigrants, he was born 
in Carbondale, Pennsylvania. His father 
worked in the coal mines and his mother la-
bored in the factories. 

A graduate of the University of Scranton, he 
received his law degree from Georgetown Uni-
versity Law School. 

After serving as Census Director for the 
10th Congressional District, he was named 
special assistant attorney general. Later, he 
worked for the Pennsylvania Department of 
Labor and Industry and, after that, as a work-
men’s compensation judge. 

Elected to two terms as district attorney, Mr. 
Mazzoni prosecuted more cases of election 
law violations than any previous DA in the his-
tory of Lackawanna County. He also pros-
ecuted a murder case involving two juvenile 
victims that attracted the attention of a na-
tional magazine. 

He also broke up the largest interstate crime 
ring ever to operate in northeastern Pennsyl-
vania. The case involved organized crime fig-
ures from New York and New Jersey and led 
to solving a murder case and scores of bur-
glaries and robberies throughout the region. 
The case sparked the book ‘‘Marked to Die’’ 
by Michael Brown. 

The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania award-
ed Mr. Mazzoni a certificate of merit, the first 

such award ever presented to a county pros-
ecutor by the state. 

Having established a law firm with his broth-
er, Robert, who is now a Lackawanna County 
Common Pleas Judge, Mr. Mazzoni remains 
engaged in the practice of law at the firm of 
Mazzoni and Karam. 

A former president of the Lackawanna 
County Bar Association, Mr. Mazzoni is mar-
ried to the former Elaine Seckary. The couple 
has four children and 11 grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Mr. Mazzoni on this happy occasion. 
The quality of life in northeastern Pennsyl-
vania is better today because of the contribu-
tions of men like Paul Mazzoni. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 100TH 
ANNIVERSAY OF THE CITY OF 
BELLEVILLE, MICHIGAN 

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 7, 2005 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in tribute to the City of Belleville, Michigan, 
which is celebrating the 100th anniversary of 
its incorporation. 

Located on the southwestern fringe of the 
Detroit metropolitan area, in VanBuren Town-
ship, the City of Belleville was originally found-
ed in 1820. The area was a small industry- 
trade center in the early 1800s when farming 
and lumbering were the main occupations. 

Today, Belleville and Van Buren Township 
make up a diverse community of approxi-
mately 40,000 residents and is home to 
Wayne County’s largest inland lake. The area 
is enhanced by its homes, schools, churches, 
shopping centers, and industrial parks. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating the people of Belleville as 
they celebrate their historic past. It is my hope 
this fine community will enjoy a long and pros-
perous future. 

f 

IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF 
JON AND KAREN SALERNO 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 7, 2005 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
tribute and recognition of Jon and Karen 
Salerno, united in marriage and united in their 
unwavering dedication to family, faith and 
community, as they are recognized by civic 
leaders, friends and family for their significant 
contributions to our entire community, includ-
ing the Italian American community. In honor 
of their volunteerism, the Salerno’s have been 
chosen to serve as Grand Marshals of the 
2005 Cleveland Columbus Day Parade. 

Jon and Karen continue to dedicate their 
personal time and talents to the promotion and 
preservation of Greater Cleveland’s rich Italian 
heritage by numerous community events and 
programs, including the annual Cleveland Co-
lumbus Day Parade. Karen has focused her 
professional vocation in working to improve 
the lives of families and individuals who face 
life-long challenges of living with physical, 
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